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ANIMAL ADOPTION AGREEMENT
Simon’s Sanctuary
(A Michigan Nonprofit Corporation)

This Adoption Agreement (“Agreement”) is entered into on this _____ day of __________, 20___, by and between Simon’s Sanctuary (“the Organization”) and the undersigned adopter (“Adopter”).
1. ADOPTER INFORMATION
Name: __________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________
City/State/Zip: _________________________________
Phone: _________________________________________
Email: _________________________________________

2. ANIMAL INFORMATION
Animal Name: _________________________________
Species: ☐ Dog ☐ Cat ☐ Other: __________
Breed (if known): ____________________________
Age: ___________________
Sex: ☐ Male ☐ Female
Spayed/Neutered: ☐ Yes ☐ No ☐ Scheduled
DECLAWING INTENT (Cats Only)
☐ I understand declawing is prohibited
☐ I agree this cat will never be declawed


3. ADOPTION FEE
The Adopter agrees to pay an adoption fee of $________, which helps support the charitable mission of Simon’s Sanctuary.
☐ Fee paid in full
☐ Fee reduced
☐ Fee waived
Adoption fees are non-refundable, including if the animal is returned.


4. CARE AND RESPONSIBILITY
The Adopter agrees to:
· Provide proper food, water, shelter, exercise, and veterinary care
· Comply with all local and state animal control laws
· Keep the animal as a household companion, not for resale, breeding, or research
· Not abandon, neglect, or abuse the animal

5. VETERINARY CARE & HEALTH
The Adopter understands that:
· The animal is adopted as-is
· Simon’s Sanctuary makes no guarantees regarding health, temperament, or behavior
· Any future veterinary care is the responsibility of the Adopter
If the animal is not yet spayed/neutered and surgery is required:
☐ Adopter agrees to complete the procedure by _________
☐ Proof may be required

6. NO TRANSFER OR SALE
The Adopter agrees not to sell, give away, or transfer the animal to another individual, shelter, rescue, or organization.
If the Adopter can no longer keep the animal, Simon’s Sanctuary must be contacted first.

6A. LIFETIME RETURN POLICY
If at any time during the animal’s life the Adopter is unable or unwilling to keep the animal, the Adopter agrees to return the animal to Simon’s Sanctuary or contact Simon’s Sanctuary for assistance with rehoming.
The animal may not be surrendered to another shelter, rescue, individual, or organization, nor abandoned, without the prior written consent of Simon’s Sanctuary.
This lifetime return policy exists solely to ensure the continued welfare and safety of the animal.

7. RIGHT OF RECLAIM
Simon’s Sanctuary reserves the right to reclaim the animal without refund if:
• The animal is neglected, abused, or abandoned
• Veterinary care is not provided when needed
• The animal is transferred in violation of this Agreement
• The declawing policy is violated (cats)
• Any terms of this Agreement are violated
Adopter agrees to surrender the animal upon request if Simon’s Sanctuary determines reclaim is necessary for the animal’s welfare.

8. LIABILITY WAIVER
The Adopter understands that animals may behave unpredictably.
The Adopter agrees to assume all responsibility and liability for the animal after adoption and releases Simon’s Sanctuary from any claims, damages, or injuries arising from the animal’s behavior.

9. INDEMNIFICATION
The Adopter agrees to indemnify and hold harmless Simon’s Sanctuary, its directors, officers, volunteers, and agents from any claims arising from ownership or care of the animal after adoption.

10. GOVERNING LAW
This Agreement shall be governed by and interpreted in accordance with the laws of the State of Michigan.

11. ENTIRE AGREEMENT
This Agreement represents the entire understanding between the parties. No verbal agreements or representations shall be binding.

13. RIGHT TO DENY ADOPTION
Simon’s Sanctuary reserves the right to deny any adoption application or cancel an adoption at any time prior to transfer of the animal if, in the sole judgment of Simon’s Sanctuary, the adoption is not in the best interest of the animal. Adoption decisions are made to ensure the safety, welfare, and long-term placement success of the animal.

14. DECLAWING POLICY (Cats Only)
Simon’s Sanctuary does not permit the declawing of adopted cats.
The Adopter agrees:
• The cat will not be declawed at any time
• Alternative scratching solutions will be provided
• Behavioral assistance will be sought if scratching becomes an issue
Violation of this policy constitutes a breach of this Agreement and may result in reclaim of the animal.
Adopter Initials: ___________

15. SAFE HOUSING REQUIREMENT
The Adopter agrees the animal will be kept in safe and humane conditions including:
For cats:
• Indoor-only unless supervised
• No free roaming outdoors
For dogs:
• Secure fencing OR leash control
• No tethering for extended periods


16. SIGNATURES
By signing below, the Adopter affirms that they have read, understand, and agree to the terms of this Adoption Agreement.
Adopter Signature: _____________________________
Printed Name: _________________________________
Date: _________________________________________
Simon’s Sanctuary Representative: _______________
Title: ________________________________________
Date: _________________________________________
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